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What the Moon Saw and Red Glass
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Here are some fun, creative ways to use Red Glass (Américas Award Winner, grades 7 to 12) and What the Moon Saw (Américas Award Honor Book, grades 5 to 9) in the classroom to improve reading and writing skills.  These activities can easily be used with other novels as well.  

Transform scenes into a graphic novel:  

· Preparation:  Show the students examples of graphic novels (I recommend American Born Chinese, a funny, award-winning young adult graphic novel).
· Assign each small group of students a scene in What the Moon Saw or Red Glass that has dialogue and action.  

· Each group illustrates their scene comic-book-style on transparency sheets or poster board.  
· Groups take turns explaining the scene using their illustrations.

· The students in the audience are encouraged to discuss how the illustrations match or differ from their visualization of the scene. 

Produce a video “Book Trailer”: 

· Preparation:  You can find both professional and student-produced examples of “young adult book trailers” on YouTube.  Search under that heading or under an author’s name.  Here's one example made by kids: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GxiOecLpew  Use these trailers to spark conversation about how the students could include tone, mood, suspenseful elements, important images, theme, etc.  
· In small groups, students create a book trailer of their own. They will need access to video cameras.

· After sharing their videos, the class could write me (or other author) for permission to post the trailers on YouTube with a disclaimer.
Dramatize scenes: 

· Assign each small group of students a scene in What the Moon Saw or Red Glass that has dialogue and action.  
· Each group writes the scene in play form:  dialogue, stage directions, list of needed props, music, etc.

· After rehearsing, each group performs their scene for the class. (If you have access to video recording devices, you could record the scenes.)

· The students in the audience are encouraged to discuss how the dramatizations  match or differ from their visualization of the scene. 
Sketchbook pages and letters: 
In What the Moon Saw, Clara sketches pictures for her father in her notebook.  
· Have students sketch these pictures (or other pictures that might be in Clara's notebook that she hasn't mentioned.)  
· Have them write a letter to Clara's father along with the sketch, using Clara's point of view and voice.

Song-writing: 
In What the Moon Saw, Pedro expresses his emotions through singing and playing the guitar.  
· Preparation: Discuss what emotions Pedro might want to express in a song to his father (anger, sadness, longing, betrayal, etc.)

· In small groups or individually, have students write a song that Pedro might have created for his father. They could set the lyrics to a familiar tune or create their own music. 
· Share the songs as poetry or as musical performance (based on student preferences).
Letters: 
· Preparation: Discuss how different characters bring their own perspective to the story's events.  Older students can explore the concept of voice, discussing how a voice becomes distinct through word choice, sentence structure, slang, etc.
· Each student chooses a character from What the Moon Saw or Red Glass and imagines what that character’s life is like in a time after the book ends.

· From his/her character's point of view, the student writes a letter to another character.

· Students can read their letters aloud while the listening students try to identify who the letter is from and to whom it is written.  

Diary entries:  
· Preparation : See “Letters” above

· Students choose two characters (even very minor characters are fine) and write diary entries from each character's perspective.

· In small groups or with partners, the students share their entries.  They discuss how the voices are different and what techniques the writer used to create two different voices.
Imagined memories: 
· Preparation:  Read a short section from What the Moon Saw or Red Glass that refers to a character remembering an event from the past.  (Ex: when Sophie remembers and describes her birthday) 
· Students choose a different character and imagine how that character might have told about a similar event in their past, such as a birthday.  
· Students then write about the scene that character remembers, including details about the event, other characters who would be there, what actions take place, how the character felt about it, etc.  
· Encourage the students to think about the voice of the character. What kind of language would the character use? Slang? Short sentences? Long ones? Sappy?  Tough?  Exclamation points? How does the writer show the character's personality when remembering an event?

One scene, many perspectives:  
· Preparation:  Discuss how each character might have a different interpretation of the same event, notice different things, recount dialogue differently, use unique language, word choice, sentence structure, slang, etc.  Choose a scene that involves several characters and provide an example of this.
· Have each student choose a character (even a very minor character is fine) and rewrite the scene from that character's point of view.  
Poetry, theme, imagery:
· Preparation: Discuss the importance of using all five senses in creative writing.  Ask the students to notice how an object of their choice smells, feels, looks, sounds, and, if applicable, tastes.  
· Have each student bring in an object or image that has significance in the book (for example, Red Glass-- a piece of red glass, a red bead, a flannel shirt, cumbia music, tortillas,  a wooden box, a picture of the moon, etc.)  
· Each student uses his/her object as inspiration for a poem written from the point of view of a character in the book.  For example, Dika might write an ode to her shard of red glass.
· If your students need more structure, give them a fill-in-the-blank poem:  
The red glass smells like a swimming pool under a sunny sky. 
It tastes like ___________________________________.

It looks like ___________________________________.

It sounds like __________________________________.

It feels like ___________________________________.

It reminds me of _______________________________.

It makes me want to _____________________________.
· A complementary activity: each student shares an object with the class and explains its significance and/or symbolism in What the Moon Saw or Red Glass,  relating the object to themes in the book.
· A variation: Students draw a picture of a significant image in the book (examples: red glass shard, moon, wooden box, etc), using a quote from the book as a caption, and discussing its significance.   
Sequel writing: 
· Preparation: Students imagine and discuss what might happen after the book ends.  
· Each student writes either the first chapter of a sequel, or a synopsis of the sequel (what you'd read inside the book jacket).  
      I get emails all the time from kids who have ideas for sequels to 

      What the Moon Saw. They really get into this!

Newspaper Article: 
· Preparation:  Have the students discuss the purpose of newspaper writing and how it differs from literary writing.  Discuss what kind of information needs to be in a newspaper article, how to frame the event, and how the word choice and language change from one form to another.
· Have the students take an event from the book and write about it as if it were a newspaper article.  (Ex:  When the gang members attack Angel:  "Yesterday, on Calle de la Libertad, at 8:30 a.m., Angel Reyes, age 17, was attacked by a group of unidentified young men…" )
Vocabulary:  Use as a brief, regular activity

· As a class, students pick out three unfamiliar words from each chapter.  

· Discuss the possible meaning of the three new words from context, then confirm the meaning with a dictionary.  Write each word on a cardboard rectangle and tack it to a bulletin board.  
· After 15 to 20 words are on the board, use them during a regular short activity.  For example, have each student pick two words from the group to compare or contrast.  Or group all the adjectives, nouns, or verbs together.  Or find a word that they associate with a particular character and explain why.  These short activities allow students to manipulate new words many times in many ways in order to fully incorporate them into their own vocabulary.

                      RESEARCH PROJECTS

Socio-historical perspectives on immigration: 
· Students research their family's immigration history.  
· Students discuss and write about when and why their various relatives came to the United States.  What challenges did they face?

Complementary activity: 
· In small groups, students research the immigration experiences of an ethnic group in U.S. history up to the present.  What were the challenges faced by the immigrant group at different points in history?  

· Students share their research, discussing the similarities and differences in the challenges faced by these different groups.

Interviews with older relatives:  In What the Moon Saw, Clara learns about the childhood of the grandmother she'd never met.  
· Each student interviews an older relative (using audiotapes or videotapes, if possible), discussing important events in their childhoods/ lives.  
· Students show or play excerpts to the class and give an overview of their older relatives' childhoods/lives. They could also write a personal essay about this. 

Indigenous cultures: 
· Students research a Mexican or Guatemalan indigenous group to find information about what life was like for the group in the past, and what it's like in the present.  How did the arrival of the Spaniards in the 1500s affect them?  What kinds of social or political issues are they currently facing?  
· Students present their findings to the class, discussing the similarities and differences among indigenous groups.
Political violence and genocide: 
· Older students research the political violence that is mentioned in Red Glass.  Half the class focuses on the genocide in the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s and the other half focuses on the genocide in Guatemala in the 1980s.  
· Students write about the events and present to the class.  Discuss similarities and differences between those two genocides.  Encourage students to think of or explore other similar situations in the world, now or in the past.
Letters about Literature:  This is a fabulous national program through the Center for the Book and the Library of Congress in which students (grouped by grade categories) write a letter to the author of a book that changed their life or perspective on life.  Winners are chosen at the state and national level. National winners are honored at the huge Book Festival in Washington D.C. http://www.loc.gov/loc/cfbook/letters/ (Deadline for entries is early December).

RESOURCES AND IDEAS FOR RED GLASS AND WHAT THE MOON SAW
· Please see the BookNotes Guide to Red Glass for discussion questions and writing ideas.  It's available online at http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780385904643&view=tg
· For a Discussion Guide to What the Moon Saw, please go to my website: 
· http://www.lauraresau.com/guide-wtms.html
· For more information about my books and author visits, please visit me at www.lauraresau.com
Useful Web Resources

Here are a few teacher resources to help you select good young adult books dealing with cultural heritage, social justice, issues surrounding ethnicity, international topics, etc.

Awards Specific to Latino or African-American Literature:

Américas Award (Latin American, Caribbean, or Latinos in the U.S.)

http://www4.uwm.edu/clacs/aa/index.cfm
Coretta Scott King Award (African-American Literature)

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/emiert/corettascottkingbookaward/corettascott.cfm
Pura Belpre Award (books by Latino authors/illustrators)

http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=bookmediaawards&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=147610#
Useful General Awards and Lists:

Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People (summarizes books and organizes by theme; many multicultural books)

http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=bookmediaawards&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=147610#
International Reading Association Notable Books for a Global Society (categorized by genre and country, many multicultural books)

http://www.reading.org/publications/bbv/books/bk616/supplement.html
International Reading Association Award (a number of winning multicultural books)

http://www.reading.org/association/awards/childrens_ira.html
Cooperative Children's Book Center list (books by category, a number of multicultural books) http://www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/CCBC%20Choices%202008%20citations.doc.pdf
School Library Journal Best Books (summaries of books, many multicultural ones)

http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6504067.html?q=best+books+2007
Jane Addams Peace Book Award (mostly multicultural books)

http://home.igc.org/~japa/jacba/index_jacba.html
ALA's Best Books for Young Adults (general list of high-quality literature)

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/bestbooksya/08bbya.cfm
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